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the hinge pin can only exit the annular housing through the groove of the hinge pin thereby avoiding accidental 
disengagement of the hinge pin . 
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Identification of prior art discussed: Of record . 
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Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
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Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an 
agreement was reached, or any other comments: Mr. Patch provided an amended version of the claim. The 
amendment establishes that the hinge pin extends from the watch case in a first direction and that the annular housing 
opens radially outwardly in a second direction transverse to the first direction so that the strap must be moved along 
the second direction in order to have the protrusion entering or exiting the annular housing through the groove. This 
amendment overcomes the prior art rejection of record. However, additional search may be needed before indicating 
allowability of claims since the amendment includes new limitations that were not present on the prior claims. A copy 
of the proposed changes is enclosed. 
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10. (currently amended) Device for fastening a 
watch strap to a watch case comprising a hinge pin (1) 
integral with the watch case (2) and extending from the 
watch case in a first direction, a fastening element (3) 



attached to or integrated to an end of [ [a] ] said strap 
provided with two lugs (15) defining between them a space 
(16) to receive the hinge pin (1) , each of these lugs 
comprising an axial recess (17) leading to said space, each 
of said axial recesses (17) housing an endstone (21) 



mounted in a sliding manner in said recess (17) and bearing 
a push button (20) attached to an external end of the 
endstone (21) , the hinge pin (1) comprising on a lateral 



face an annular housing (25) having opening radially 
outwardly through a groove (26) defining — an — advantageous 



orientation in a second direction transverse to said first 



direction, said annular housing (25) receiving a protrusion 



% 

(27) located on [[a]] said lug (15), whereby, for a user to 
fasten or remove the watch strap from the watch case, [[a]] 
said button must be pushed and simultaneously said end of 
the strap must extend in said second direction be — ifi — oaid 
advantagcouo orientation with respect to the hinge pin . 



• * 



(27) located on [[a]] said lug (15), whereby, for a user to 



fasten or remove the watch strap from the watch case, [[a]] 



said button must be pushed and simultaneously said end of 




the strap must extend in said second direction be in aaid 
advantagc.ouo orientation with reopect to the hinge pin . 
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